
REQUIREMENTS FOR 
WISCONSIN MARRIAGE 

APPLICATION 
 

AGE: 
Persons must be eighteen (18) years of age 
to marry without consent.  Persons between 
the age of sixteen (16) and eighteen (18) 
may marry with the written consent of both 
parents, the legal guardian, or the parent 
having sole legal custody.  The consent is a 
legal document that is signed by the 
parents/parent or guardian and notarized. 
 

RESIDENCY: 
Residency is where a person has lived for 
thirty (30) days prior to application.  
Wisconsin residents MUST apply in the 
County in which they reside and may be 
married anywhere in Wisconsin.  If both 
applicants reside out of state, they MUST 
apply in the Wisconsin County in which they 
will be married.  Applicants must furnish 
proof of current address, which should be a 
driver’s license or ID card.  A rent receipt, 
lease agreement, utility or phone bill, or 
dated mail may also be acceptable.  
 

WAITING PERIOD: 
There is a five (5) day waiting period 
between the date of application and the date 
the marriage license can be issued.   If the 
waiting period ends on a weekend or a 
holiday, the license will be issued the 
following business day.  (A license applied 
for on a Monday would not be issued until 
the following Monday).  Thus we recommend 
that you apply at least two weeks in 
advance.  Since the license expires thirty 
(30) days after the issuance date, it cannot 
be applied for more than thirty-five (35) days 
in advance of the ceremony. 
 

SIGNATURES: 
The Bride and Groom must apply together 
and sign the completed license and 
application in the office of the County Clerk. 
 
IDENTIFICATION / BIRTH DATE: 
All applicants, regardless of age, are 
required to furnish a photo ID and a 
**CERTIFIED Birth Certificate**.  This is 
the signed copy of the birth certificate which 
bears the raised County or State Seal issued 
from the Register of Deeds or Recorder in 
the County of birth or from the Office of Vital 
Statistics in the State of birth. 
 

** A birth notification (no raised seal or 
signature) is not acceptable nor is the one 
that a hospital issues even though it may 
have a decorative seal.  These are birth 
announcements only, and cannot be 
accepted.  
 

PREVIOUS MARRIAGE: 
DIVORCE:  If the previous marriage ended 
in divorce, a certified divorce certificate or a 
signed copy of the DIVORCE JUDGEMENT, 
DECREE or FINAL JUDGEMENT is 
required.  A marriage license cannot be 
issued until six months AFTER the date the 
divorce was granted, regardless of where 
the divorce took place.  There are no 
exceptions to this rule.   
DEATH:  If the previous marriage ended due 
to death, a certified DEATH CERTIFICATE 
is required.   
 

VITAL RECORDS: 
It is illegal to make a photo-copy of any vital 
record (birth, death, or divorce certificate).  
Such violation may be subject to a $10,000 
fine.

 
 
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: 
Applicants must furnish their SOCIAL 
SECURITY NUMBER for the application of 
the marriage license.  This information is 
confidential and is not available for public 
record.  The only record will be with the 
office of Vital Statistics for the purpose of 
child support enforcement only. 
 
FEE: 
The fee for a marriage license is $70.00.* 
This fee MUST BE PAID IN CASH at the 
time of application – checks and credit cards  
cannot be accepted. 
 

*Fee & payment policy may vary from County to County. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
WEDDING INFO:  Date of the wedding, the 
County & Municipality where it will take place, 
who will officiate at the ceremony, the officiant’s 
address and telephone number and the church, if 
applicable. 
 
BRIDE & GROOM:  The County & Municipality in 
which each resides.  Race, number of previous 
marriages, and last completed grade of 
education for each. 
 
PARENTS:  Both parents full names (first, 
middle, last and surname, when applicable). 
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE:  If any of the required 
documents are in a foreign language, a notarized 
English translation must also be provided.  
Translations from family or friends are not 
acceptable. 

 
DISCLAIMER:  Due to space limitations, this 
brochure cannot address every possible 
circumstance.  Please contact us for further 
information.  Our hours are 8:30-5:00, Mon – Fri. 
Phone:  608-785-9581 
Email:   countyclerkoffice@co.la-crosse.wi.us.



 
LA CROSSE AREA OFFICIANTS 

 

CIRCUIT COURT JUDGES and COMMISSIONERS 
 

Branch I Judge Ramona Gonzalez 785-5840 
Commissioner Kara Burgos 784-8310 
Commissioner Andrew Bosshard 782-1469 

   

Branch II Judge Elliott Levine 785-9587 
Commissioner Margaret Ahne Herlitzka 784-3540 
Commissioner Joe Veenstra 784-5678 

   

Branch III Judge Todd Bjerke 785-9773 
Commissioner Mark Huesmann 526-9320 
Commissioner Helen Kelly 784-7610 

   

Branch IV Judge Scott Horne  785-9851 
Commissioner Marvin Davis 784-8100 
Commissioner Pat Heim 784-1605 

   

Branch V Judge Dale Pasell 785-5880 
Commissioner Keith Belzer 784-8055 
Commissioner Ellen Thorn 269-1200 

   

Reserve Judge Dennis Montabon 784-6590 
 

Family Court Com. Gloria Doyle 785-5623 
Assist. Family Court Comm. Bev Fleischman 782-5850 

 

MUNICIPAL JUDGES 
City of La Crosse Dennis Marcou 789-7290 
Multi-Jurisdictional  John Brinckman 782-2777 

 
WISCONSIN COUNTY CLERKS 

 

ADAMS:   608-339-4200 
ASHLAND: 715-682-7001 
BARRON: 715-537-6200 
BAYFIELD: 715-373-6100 
BROWN:  920-448-4021 
BUFFALO: 608-685-6209 
BURNETT: 715-349-2173 
CALUMET: 920-849-1458 
CHIPPEWA: 715-726-7980 
CLARK:  715-743-5150 
COLUMBIA: 608-742-9654 
CRAWFORD: 608-326-0201 
DANE:  608-266-4121 
DODGE:  920-386-3602 
DOOR:  920-746-2200 
DOUGLAS: 715-395-1568 
DUNN:  715-232-1677 
EAU CLAIRE: 715-839-4803 
FLORENCE: 715-528-3201 
FOND DU LAC: 920-929-3000 
FOREST:  715-478-2422 
GRANT:  608-723-2675 
GREEN:  608-328-9430 

 
WISCONSIN COUNTY CLERKS 

(continued) 
 

GREEN LAKE: 920-294-4005 
IOWA:  608-935-0399 
IRON:  715-561-3375 
JACKSON: 715-284-0268 
JEFFERSON: 920-674-7144 
JUNEAU:  608-847-9300 
KENOSHA: 262-653-2477 
KEWAUNEE: 920-388-7133 

 

LA CROSSE: 608-785-9581 
 

LAFAYETTE: 608-776-4850 
LANGLADE: 715-627-6201 
LINCOLN: 715-536-0359 
MANITOWOC: 920-683-4004 
MARATHON: 715-261-1501 
MARINETTE: 715-732-7407 
MARQUETTE: 608-297-9136 
MENOMINEE: 715-799-3311 
MILWAUKEE: 414-278-4067 
MONROE: 608-269-8705 
OCONTO: 920-834-6806 
ONEIDA: 715-369-6144 
OUTAGAMIE: 920-832-5077 
OZAUKEE: 262-284-8109 
PEPIN: 715-672-8857 
PIERCE: 715-273-3531 
POLK: 715-485-9226 
PORTAGE: 715-346-1351 
PRICE: 715-339-3325 
RACINE: 262-636-3482 
RICHLAND: 608-647-2197 
ROCK: 608-757-5660 
RUSK: 715-532-2100 
ST. CROIX: 715-386-4610 
SAUK: 608-355-3521 
SAWYER: 715-634-4866 
SHAWANO: 715-526-9150 
SHEBOYGAN: 920-459-3002 
TAYLOR: 715-748-1460 
TREMPEALEAU: 715-538-2311 
VERNON: 608-637-5380 
VILAS: 715-479-3600 
WALWORTH: 262-741-4245 
WASHBURN: 715-468-4600 
WASHINGTON: 262-335-4305 
WAUKESHA: 262-548-7010 
WAUPACA: 715-258-6200 
WAUSHARA: 920-787-0442 
WINNEBAGO: 920-236-4890 
WOOD: 715-421-8460 

 

GETTING MARRIED 
 IN  

WISCONSIN ? 
 

 
 

DON’T FORGET TO 
APPLY FOR YOUR 

MARRIAGE LICENSE! 
 
 

 

 
Courtesy of 

La Crosse County Clerk 
Administrative Center 

400 4th St. No, Rm 1210, La Crosse WI 54601 
Phone:  608-785-9581 

Email: countyclerkoffice@co.la-crosse.wi.us 
Office Hours:  8:30 – 5:00 Monday-Friday 

 
(03/25/09) 


